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OLD BRAUNSTONE. By Jonathan Wilshere. Leicester Research Services (1973) 

4opp 6op 

With this booklet, Mr. Wil11here has completed "a triology of village histories". 
GlenfioW., Kirby Muxloe and Braunstone were grouped together ecclesiastically 
until the 1930s. He has extracted useful information from the Winstanley Estate 
papers, and is able to elaborate on the Winstanley pedigree. 

The booklet is probably more useful as a pictorial record than for its very 
desultory collection of miscellaneous information; even then we are not told that 
the houses in Cressida Place were built by William Butterfield. 

The purpose of detailed loc~ study is at least a two-fold one: to throw light 
on the origins of a Jocal community, and, as a result, to be able to confirm or to 
modify the general history of a period. It is, therefore, not really sufficient to say 
that "the universal decline in prosperity during the fifteenth century probably did 
not leave Braunstone completely unscathed". What historians want to know is 
whether the evidence about Braunstone at that period bears out the generalised 
statement. 

Accumulation of' information, however painstaking, is not enough. 

JAMES CROMPTON 

THE SIEGE OF LEICESTER. By Jonathan Wilshere and Susan Green. Leicester Re
search Services (1972) 28pp 4op 

Originally published in 1970 this userul account has now passed, with minor 
amendments, into a second edition. 

A GUIDE TO 0AKHAM PARISH CHURCH. By Stephen Haddelsey. 26 pp. 1972 

A useful duplicated parish guide. 

LEICESTER AS IT WAS. By A. Broadfield. Hewdon Publishing, 1972. 6opp 88p 

The author has put together a valuable collection of old photographs beginning 
with a familiar one of the centre of Leicester in 1862, six years before the erection 
of the Clock Tower. 

Much of value for Leicester's history is to be found in the three main repos
itories of old photographs: the Museum; the offices of the Leicester Mercury; and 
the City Reference Library. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, KINGS NORTON. By J. Brushe. 1973. 9PP 2op 

An excellent guide to this ecclesiologically very important Church. 

JAMES CROMPTON 
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